CHAPTER III
GREEK EDUCATION.   EDUCATION AS PROGRESSIVE
ADJUSTMENT.   THE LIBERAL EDUCATION
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GREEK EDUCATION lies in the
fact that here firstisfoundadevclopingconceptionund standard
of life, consequently a conception of education which enlarges
through successive periods and in which change is tolerated
and development of the individual provided for. Growth or
modification in social standards results from variation by
Individuals from formulated customs; progress comes where
such variations are not only tolerated but seized upon and
made permanent if deemed serviceable, For the first lime,
then, in Greek education, is found a type in which the indi-
vidual is neither unconsciously nor consciously suppressed
On the contrary, some expression of individuality is thought
compatible with, even desirable for, social stability and wel-
fare.
The problem of providing for the individual such a liberty
of initiative and of judgment as will produce progress under
a regime of social order and such an institutional organiza-
tion as will secure consideration for the rights of all and
hence secure stability, was first worked out by the Greeks,
This is the problem of social life or civil society, and hence
the task of education. While the Greeks did not solve this
completely, certainly not permanently, they first attempted
it; and the somewhat qualified success of modern times in
solving these same problems may cause us to be somewhat
lenient iu our judgment of their tendency to emphasize first